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9 Mailing list topics
2

Some lists are set up so that different topics are handled by Mailman. For example, the courses list on Linuxchix.org
is a discussion list for courses being run by linuxchix members, and often there are several courses being run at the
same time. (eg: Networking for beginners, C programming, LATEX document mark up.) Each of the courses being run
is a separate topic on the list so that people can choose only to receive the course they want to take.

These topics must be configured by the list administrator, but it is the responsibility of each poster to make sure
that their post is put with the correct topic. Usually, this means adding a tag of some type to the subject line (eg:
[Networking] What type of cables do | need?) or making sure the Keywords: line has the right information. (By
default, you can put a Keywords: section in the beginning of the body of your message, but this can be configured by
your list administrator.) Note that these tags are case-insensitive.

9.1 How do | make sure that my post has the right topic?
When a list administrator defines a topic, he or she sets three things:

e atopic name
e aregular expression (regexp)

e adescription

You can view this information by logging in to your member options page. (See Section 3.1 for more details on how
to do this.) and clicking on the "details” link for any topic that interests you.

To post on a given topic, you need to make sure that the Keywords: or Subject: headers in a message match the regular
expression for that topic. Regular expressions can actually be fairly complex, so you may want to just ask the list
administrator if you don’t know how to make heads or tails of the expression given.

Most Mailman topic expressions will be fairly simple regular expressions, so in this document we will simply give
you some common examples. Regular expressions are a bit too complex to teach in a few lines here, so if you really
want to understand how the regular expressions work, you should find a tutorial or reference elsewhere. (For example,
DevShed has a decent tutorial at http://www.devshed.com/Server _Side/Administration/RegExp/)

Here are some examples of possible regular expressions and matching lines:

2[D0]Mailman 21200000 0topics(00)0 0000000000000 00000OO0OO0O0OODO0DO0DO0OO00O0000g
00ooo0oo0ooOo0o0ooo0o0 (ooooooOooo0oOo-000)o
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Regular expression | Matchinglines

zuff Keywords: zuff

zuff Keywords: ZUFF

zuff Keywords: Zuff

zuff Keywords: amaryllis, zuff, applesauce

zuff Subject: [zuff] Do you have the right stuff for zuff?
zuff Subject: Do you have the right stuff for zuff?

zuff Subject: What is zuff?

\[zuff\] Keywords: [zuff]

\[zuff\] Subject: [zuff] Do you have the right stuff?
\[zuff\] Subject: Online zuff tutorials (was Re: [zuff] What is zuff?)

A few notes:
e The matching is case-insensitive, so if zuff matches, so will ZUFF, zuFF, and any other variations in capitaliza-
tion.

e Some characters have special meaning in a regular expression, so to match those characters specifically, they
must be “escaped” with a backslash (\). As you can see in the above example, [ and ] are such characters.
(Others include ., ”?”, and ”*”). The backslash is also used for other things (I wasn’t kidding about regular
expressions being complex: consult other documentation for details about other uses of the backslash character),
but this is the most likely use in a topic expression.

9.2 How do I subscribe to all or only some topics on a list?
If topics have been set up by your mailing list administrator, you can choose to subscribe to only part of a list by
selecting the topics you want to receive.

If you wish to get all messages sent to the list, make sure you are not subscribed to any topics.

1. Log in to your member options page. (See Section 3.1 for more details on how to do this.)

2. Look for the section marked ”Which topic categories would you like to subscribe to?”

If any topics are defined, you can select those you wish. If you do not select any topics of interest, you will
receive all posts sent to the list.

You probably also want to look at Section 9.3 which discusses changing your settings for messages where no topic is
set.

9.3 How do | get or avoid getting messages with no topic set?

If you wish to get all messages sent to the list, make sure you are not subscribed to any specific topic. (See Section 9.2.)

If you are only subscribed to some topics, you can either choose to either receive or not receive messages with no topic
set, much the way you can choose to subscribe only to certain topics.

To change this setting,

1. Log in to your member options page. (See Section 3.1 for more details on how to do this.)

2. Look for the section marked Do you want to receive message that do not match any topic filter?”

If you wish to receive messages with no topic set, select ”Yes.” If you do not wish to receive such messages,
choose "No.”

This setting has no effect if you are not subscribed to any topics.

16 9 Mailing list topics



10 DOOoOoOoooooo

10.1 0OO0O0O0O0OO0OODOODODObDO

gobooboooboobooboobooobooobomooooooboooooooooobooooboog
gbooobbooboobooooobobooobooboobooboobooobOoboooboooobooog
goboobboooboobooboobooooobobooooooboooboooboob:obbooboooboog
goooobooooobooooboooboooooooooboooobooobooboobooooboobobooog
ooo

102 MalmanOOOOOOOOOOOO0OOO
0D0O0000000000000

l. J000000o0o0oooOooOoOoOoOoOoOOOOO0(@OOODOOOOD310000ODOODOOD)
2. 00000 LISTNAMEOODOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOODODOOO0ODOOOOOOODOOODODO

gboooboboboobooboboobobooboooobobooboobobooboboobooon
OMooooObo0o0obooo0ooooboobol00boo0ooooDo

Note OO DOODOO0O0O0OOD0OOOOOOODOOOOOOODOOOODOODOO

10.3 OO0OOO0OO0OD0O

Mailman 0D 0000000000000 D0OO@MOOO0OO http://mailman.sourceforge.net/il8n.html O O O
O0000)000000000o0o0000oO000oooo000oDoDoOo0DO000OWebhOOOOOoOOoooo
goboooooobuoooood

Note DO O O0OOOOO0OOODOODOOOOOODOOOOOOODOOOOOOODOODOOOOOOODOOn
OO0 Mailman 0O 0000000000 OOOOOOOOOOOOODODOODODOOODODODDODOO

gooooOoOoOoOoOoO00 Gl000ooOoooOo)ooooooooooooooooooooooooog
gboooboooooooboooobobooon

MailmanOOOQOOOOOOOOO

l. J00o0o0oo0oooooooooooooOoOoOU@EooooOoOoOoO 3100 bOOOODOOD)

2. 00000o0ooooo2>0ob0bOOO0O0DODOOCODODODOODOOOOO0OOOOOODOODDOODO
goboooooobobobobooboobooooooboobooboboboobooooooboobooooDba
ooooboboooooooon

O0o000ooooooooooooooooooOoooooooog (LISTNAME-owner@DOMAIN) O O
gbooobobooboobobobooboobobbobooobboobobooboboboboooboon
gbooboooboobobboobooobobooboobooboboobooooboobobooboon
oooooooooooodo

Oo0o0DDoO0OO0 MalmanO OO O OO0 O0O0O0OO0ODODODOO0OO00O0OO0O0OOODODOOOOOOOOO0OOOOO
bobobodbobobobob0odbootbdb O Onttp:/fmail.python.org/mailman/listinfo/mailman-il8n U
mailman-il8n D0 000000000000 0O@G18n 00000 MmN 00 O O(internationalization) D 0000000
000000000 i0000n0001800000000000000000O0000DO0ODOO internationalizationO
oooooogon)

S(0]000000D0000000N0D0D00NN00N0N0N0N00Dd0N00N0ND0DN0DNON00N000n0dOMailmanOO0OO0
000oo00o0o0o0oo0o0o0o0oo0oo0oOooo0o0oO0 MeilmanDOOOODOOOOOOODODOOOODOOO

17



104 J0OO0OO 0O DOOO0ODOOOO0OOOODOO (OoOoDOoOon)

gboogobooobooboobobboobboboobooboobooboobooboboobn

ooooooooooOoooooooooooooooooooooooD (Coo)oooooooooog
gbooobdoboobobbooboboobooobooboobobobooboboboobooboboobooon
goboboobooboboooboobobooboboboobooboobooboobobobobooboon
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000D0O0
O0)oo00ooo MalmanOOOOOOO0OOO0OO0OOO0QOOOOO0OO0O0OO0COCO112000000000000

Oo000O0OWebDODDODDODOOOOOO:

l. J00o0o0ooooooooooooooooOoOU@EooooOoOoOoO 310oOoOoODOODOOoD)

2. 0000000OOoOo0U0OoOoOoOoOoUoOoDoo?2DO000boODObO0o0ooDOoOoDOOoOoOOoDOD
gooobomooobobooooobooooon

gboboobooobooboobobbooboboobg:

1. LISTNAME-request@DOMAIN O sethideon0 0O sethideoff 000 0000000000000 OOOO

goo0ooOOoOoOooooooOoOoOOoOoOoOoOoOo(@Eo)booooOoOoOoOoOoOoOo@Uuoooooooo
0000000O0D0D0O0032000000000)

2. 0000000000000000000000000nM 0000000000 Deff 000000

11 JO0O0Oogo

111 0OO000OO0O00OO0OoOOoood

0000000000000 0000WhDOOOOOODO0O0000000000000000000000
0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000
List-Archive: 1000 URLOOOOOOO0(@MOOO0O0O00000 ListArchive: 0000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
oooon)

0000000000000 000 http://IWEBSERVER/pipermail/LISTNAME/ D 0000 URLOODOOOOO
0000000D0000000 http://IWEBSERVER/mailman/private/LISTNAME OO OO0 URLOOOOO0O

O000OWebDODODDODODOOODOOOODOODODOOO310000000O0OO

112 0000000000 DOO0ODOOOOOOOO(@OO)oOoDbdMmailmanOO
gogboboogbboo

gboooboboobobboobooobobooboboboobobooboobooboobobooboon
gbooobobboobooboobobooboboboobooboooboboobobooboboobooon
gbboobooooobooboooooboooobooooboooboOobooobooooboooobooog
000000000000000000000000000000D0OO0O0000°M 00000000000
gobooboobooboobooboobobooobboobooo

00]00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
gooooooooooooooooooono

Sboloo0D00 (SPAM)0000000D000D00000D00D000N00DON0N0D0N0NNON0D0DO0mMOo00oo0onooonn
gooooooOo0o0o0o0oooooooOoOobocOoO0OoooooooOoOob0oOoO0OoOoOooooooon

gooooooobo0o0oo0o0oooooOoOo0o0o000ooooooboo0o00ooooooOoOobOb000DooooooobobOo0oon

18 11 DOoO0OOoo



Oo0o0O000O0000000ogooOMaimanO0O0O0OO0OO0O0O0O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOOOOOOOOODODOOOO
gbooboooobobooooooobooobobobooboooooboooboooboooooboooboOoooag
gooobooogooboooooooobooooboboboooboobooboooooooboobooboboOog
goooooboooobobboooobobooooboo

e 1000
gbooobgooobobbooboobooboboobooboobobbobooboobooboo
gboooooboooooboboooooo

gbooobgooobgobbooboobooboboboobooboobobboboobooobooboo
gboooboobooboobooboo

goooooOoOoOOO0OOOOO0O0O0O0O0O0O0OOOOOO@EOoOoOoO4000OOOOOg)
Note DO DOODOO0OO00OOO0OOOOOOODOOOOOOODOODOOOO

e NOOOODOOO
- 0000000000000 00000000DO0000000000000O0O (D)DOOOO
gbooooobooooboo

— Pipermail (Mailman 0 0 0 0000000000000 OOODOD)D00000 HTMLODODOO
gbooobooboobooobooboobobbobbobbobooboobooboobaooboo
gboboooOobooooobobooobobooooobooon

— 0000 X-no-archive: D0 00000000 O0OMailman00000000D0O0O0O0DOOOOOWarn-
ing 0000000000000 @U0000O00000000OC0ODOODO0OOO)0OOO
obooooobooooboboonogd

e OO ODOOODOO

-goooooooooobooboooobooooboboobooboooDboboboooDboo
goo(CooooOoOooOoOoO0oO0oO0OO0OO0OOoOOoOoOog)ooooooooooooooooooo
gooooobooooobogoo

- 0000000000000000O0OMailman0D00D0D0DODOOOOODOOOOOOOOOO0O
gbooooobooooobooooooboooobooooobobooooboobooooobon
oboooboooboooooo

e UDOOODO

—-gbobooooboboooobooobooboooboboooooboboooobooobobooooboon
gboooooboooobobooooboooon

- 00oooooooooooooo0ooooooO0@E@Uooooooooo)boooooooog
gooooooooo

gbooobooobooooboobooooobooooooobooobooboooobooboooboooonog
gboboooobooooobobooboboooobo

A 0O0O0ODDDbOObOObobObObObobooood

confrm< 00000 >
odo00oo0o0bO.000000000, 000000000 bO00o0bOOo0bOOoooOooog.
end

goboobooboboobo.coboooooooooboooboooboo,o00bbo0ooobooon.

19



help
Joooooboboooooooo.
info
N I A
lists
OO0 GNUMailman OO O OO OODOOOoODOOOOOOOn.
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